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Rio de Janeiro state Civil Police secretary Nilo Batista told reporters Sept. 23 that 31 police officers
including members of both Civil and Military Police and two police informers have been charged
in connection with the murder of 21 people in the Rio neighborhood of Vigario Geral Aug. 30 (for
previous coverage see NotiSur 09/03/93). Judge Elizabeth Gregory has issued arrest warrants for the
33 men, most of whom are already in custody. According to Batista, the full report filed on the basis
of the investigation was "the most frightening statement on internal police criminality" to date. "The
case is solved," Batista said, adding that "there's still a lot more coming from these investigations."
The investigation concluded that a large group of Rio police invaded the Vigario Geral shantytown
and shot to death 21 people in revenge for the killing of four police officers in the area the previous
day. The police officers were killed by drug traffickers. (Source: Associated Press, 09/23/93)
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